
Benfield PTA Meeting
January 13, 2020
7 PM

Attendees:
Kristyn Krohe (teacher)
Susan Myers
Mike Murray
Lisa Crislip
Sam Crislip
Laura Knoepfle
Gayle Wolfe
Liwei Hua
Katie Carlin
Jessica Posey

Opening:
Meeting minutes approved via email and posted to the PTA website

Treasurer Report
Current bank balance is $42,924
• Deposit report – largest deposits include chess and science club payments and yearbook. $353 in 

concession sales from movie night will go towards 5th grade graduation.
• Withdraw report – largest withdraws include PTA dues, book vending machine and field trips for 1st 

and 3rd grades. $1,500 spent on Kullman CPA services which provided great value. They reviewed 
accounting and tax processes and noted that the PTA should avoid advertising specific costs/prices 
of sponsor services. Noting a discount (e.g. 10% off for Benfield families) is permitted.  

• Upcoming expenses include event expenses (dance, bowling, variety show, etc..). It was noted that 
the school is well stocked on hand sanitizers and no more purchases need to be made for the 
school year.

Principal Report
An announcement was sent out by the Superintended of Schools notifying parents that the Oak Hill 
prekindergarten program will move to Benfield at the conclusion of the school year. At the same time, 
we will be getting the Severna Park general cluster prekindergarten so there will be 2 new pre-Ks next 
year. Both will become full day programs. Additionally, Oak Hill’s half-day deaf and hard of hearing ECI 
class will be moved to Benfield. All teachers will move with the programs. In total, Benfield will increase 
next year in size by 55 students with one new hire for Pre-K teacher.

This is exciting for Benfield as it utilizes our extra space (2 free classrooms in each hallway) and fulfills 
a county-wide need. It is already in the budget for next year. Families must apply to the program in 
three categories: (I: families in poverty range; II: ESOL services; III: everyone else). Categories I and II 
fill first. Based on Oak Hill’s experience, there is potential that some category III families might camp 
out on enrollment-eve to get remaining spots. Benfield has a management plan in place if this should 
happen so there is no disruption to the AM drop-off and classes. All pre-K and ECI classes can 
participate in Benfield-wide events. 
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Mrs. Myers reviewed the ESSA report card. Benfield received 5 stars- the highest possible and is 
performing well across all categories.  Math represents the greatest area to improve. The ESSA report 
card reflects test scores from 3rd-5th grades taken last year and is only once piece of data to develop 
the school improvement plan. Benfield will continue to look at math and support of teachers in the 
coming year. 

President Report
Update on Gaga Ball Court – it is feasible but would require dedicated adult supervision. The current 
recess team cannot currently cover so someone would need to officially coordinate the program. Safety 
is the number one priority, and concern was expressed over the large/long size of outdoor space and 
how the court would be monitored on days when a supervisor is not present, or rain causes the space 
to be muddy. The board voted to put court installation on hold and re-visit feasibility and resources over 
the summer. 

Movie night has been postponed. The next restaurant night will be on Jan. 27th 4-10pm at Lures. 

VP of Administration Report
When sending a Facebook post, please change from PDF to a picture file (e.g. JPEG or PNG) so it can 
be posted faster.

VP of Fundraising Report
Discussion on how current silent auction items can be used at upcoming events. Benny’s cannot be 
used to fundraise via auction since it’s during the Boosterthon window.  A silent auction might distract 
from other major events like Variety Show. Idea to consider an online auction. The Board decided to re-
evaluate towards the end of the year.

Katie Carlin will follow up with Mrs. Welsh to get more information on the Bowie Baysox trip (May 30th) 
and t-shirt costs. She will offer t-shirt sponsorship opportunities to the premier sponsors. Recognition of 
premier sponsors will also go into Variety Show program and end of year play. 

Volunteer Coordinators Report
All leads have been contacted. Variety show outreach will happen on January 24th via sign-up genius. 
Will need 8-10 volunteers for the Boosterthon race and will coordinate closer to.  Gayle and Lisa will 
connect on the volunteer database/website as some parents said they signed up but were not on the 
volunteer list. 

New Business 
Will have yearbook cover designs at next meeting. A box will go back into the main lobby area for 
marker recycling program once announced in February. Several will visit a scholastic warehouse sale in 
Odenton to select books for the vending machine (will arrive in March). The PTA was contacted 
regarding teacher/parent communication, use of google classroom and redo policy for students which 
were re-directed to Mrs. Myers. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:06pm
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